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First Sunday of Advent
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Parish Life Coordinator			Sacramental Minister
Sister Joan Slobig, S.P.			Fr. Darvin Winters
Coordinator of Religious Education
Jamie Richey

Sacramental Life

Weekend Worship				Reconciliation
Sunday 9:00 a.m.				1st Sunday – 8:30 a.m.

The sacraments of Baptism and Matrimony are arranged by calling the Parish Office to schedule preparation.

We welcome new members. To enroll call the Parish Office.


Today’s Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44

A Message from Sister Joan: Happy New Liturgical Year! As we begin this new liturgical year, we set our focus on our preparation and expectation of the coming of Jesus, our God who became one of us. Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise made to us by God about the Kingdom that is now and not yet.  Genesis tells us in the creation story that all that God created lived in harmony before the choice of the first humans to turn their backs on God.  During this season we are asked to really focus on bringing about harmony, being reconcilors and preparing ourselves for the miracle that is Christmas.  Amidst what can often become a very busy time of year, we can do things that help us keep our focus on the coming of Jesus who is both God and man.  We might try to carve out a little time to quietly pray about the ways that we can bring about harmony in our world.  In our giving to others this season, we might be intentional about the fact that we gift others as a way of bringing a little more joy, a little more peace into a world that needs us to do so.  May your Advent be blessed with new insights about how it is that you help to bring about the kingdom every day!
  
Mass Intentions:
December 1	Bonnie Younger		Req. by Louise Arnold
December 8	Jim McKinney		Req. by Tom McKinney
December 15	Elizabeth Merritt	Req. by Louise Arnold
December 22	Raymond Merritt	Req. by Louise Arnold
December 24	Intentions of the St. Mary’s Parishioners
December 29	Herman Rice		Req. by Louise Arnold                                                                                                                                  

If you wish to have a mass said, the suggested stipend is $10.00. 

[bookmark: _Hlk21070674]Prayers Please for:  Louise Arnold, Colleen Beecher, Tim Bird, Mary Boyll, Dan Kane, Danny and Karen Harris, Jim Holbert, Bill Marrs, Dave Marrs, John Marrs, Dick Stultz, Marge & Ralph Stafford, Everett Sullivan, Ruth Thralls, Riley Wiggins, Virginia and Riley Wineinger 

Prayers and Sympathy to Beverly Curley and her family at this time of loss.  Her son-in-law, Tom Mundy died this week.  Services are today at Fitzpatrick Funeral Home.

Report November 24, 2019
Number Attending Mass	                     131            	        
Regular  Collection			$ 2518,.00
Amount  Above/Below Budget  Need	$    434.00 
Weekly Budget Need			$ 2,952.00
Christmas Flowers			$      80.00                                                  
Military Services Collection		$       20.00
Criterion				$       68.00

Thank you!  Your generosity is what keeps the Parish going!

Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  This year the feast falls on Sunday so the liturgy for the feast is transferred to Monday.  However, it is not a Holy Day of obligation.  It is however, the patronal feast of the USA.  See the Advent Newsletter for times of masses at the Terre Haute parishes. 

Retirement for Religious Collection will take place next week  Envelopes are in the pews.  There will be a second collection.  Please be your generous selves.

Coffee and Donuts will be available after mass this morning.  You are most welcome!

Your 2020 Church envelopes are available in Galvin Hall today.  Please stop by to pick them up even if you are not planning to stay for Coffee and Donuts.


Christmas Eve Schedule

The Children’s Pageant will begin at 5:00 pm followed by the Blessing of Our Crib.  Mass will begin at 5:30 pm.  Please note that we will not have mass here on Christmas Day.  Fr. Darvin is scheduled to work at the Prison on Christmas.  There is a Christmas Day 11:00 am liturgy at the Big Church.  Consult the Deanery Advent Newsletter for other options.  

Birthdays This Week
Happy Annuversary to …  Robin & Randy Wyrick – Dec 1
Happy Birthday to… Patty Kane – Dec 6; Charleigh Stranahan – Dec 4; Roseann Richey – Dec 7

[bookmark: _Hlk23498896]Criterion Subscriptions:  Periodically the Finance Committee has talked about providing parishioners an opportunity to donate toward the cost of their subscription to The Criterion.  Our parish is billed $120 per month to underwrite that cost.  The Finance Committee decided to provide quarterly envelopes for those who wish to help underwrite the cost of their subscription.  A subscription is $16 per year.  You will find envelopes in the pews for this purpose.  We will do this again In April and in July. Whatever you choose to give will result in some budget relief for the parish.   
Spirit Day at Chick-fil-A is the first Tuesday of the month.  December 3 is our next one.  It’s a good excuse not to cook! Funds we raise help to buy supplies for RE.  For example, the supplies to make Advent Wreaths last Sunday at the Family Class were purchased with this money.  Just tell them you are there for St. Mary’s Village Church Spirit Day.
International Human Rights Day Death Penalty Convocation/March/Prayer Vigil will take place Sunday, December 8 at Hellmann Hall, St. Benedict Church, Terre Haute:  Join us as experts and leaders of state and national organizations convene to spell out the many ways the death penalty is counter to the teaching of our faith and fails our society morally, economically and socially.  Registration opens at 12pm; Program 1:00-5:00; Press Conference 5:15; March to Federal Court House for prayer vigil for all victims of violence: 6 pm; Return to St. Benedict Church for food and fellowship. This is a pro-life activity.

Sisters of Providence will host Christmas Fun at the Woods on Saturday, December 7th from 1:00 to 4:30 pm.  Activities, crafts, cookie decorating, face painting, wagon rides and more! Visit Santa in the North Pole Zone and meet the alpacas.  Cost is $5 per person with children under 3 admitted free.
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